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shell of the nut attached. All these parts are, when very young,
beautifully encased in an entire leathery substance like the
sheaths of the spadix. These seedlings are called 'dantalas* or
4kelingoos.T
Each of these little trees has 1-4 rootlets attached to it. The
lower part of the stem, where those roots are attached, resembles
much that end of a carrot, parsnip or radish to which the crop
is attached; and indeed the plant altogether looks very like an
inverted long parsnip.
These dantalas, which are found beneath the surface, are
about 1 inch thick at the lower part and taper off to a mere
point, being 12-15 inches long. A slit or groove runs from near
the bottom to the top. This groove is nothing but the
folding inwards of the first leaf, which composes nearly the
entire thickness of the stem. If it be cut across, it will be
found .to enclose the inner leaves in -a small oval pipe about
J inch in thickness.
When these dantalas are about 9-12 months old, they have
usually two leaves just issuing from the surface. These are
Jrom 1-1 i inch in breadth, and from 24-3 feet in length, having
only four or five folds in each leaf. When the leaves issue
from the ground, no part of the stem is seen, but a succession
of leaves goes on, increasing in breadth and thickness, for 6
to 7 years. The stem close to the ground is then perhaps as
stout as ever it will be; indeed in many cases stouter,. as. tlies4
trees harden and compress with age. (Ferguson.).
growth of palmyras.—On this subject we refer to;—
Jackson, A. B.—The rate of growth  of Palmyras   ** Indian
Forester", Vol. 35, p. 394.
Lushington, A. W.—The   growth  of  Palmyras.    Ibid., Vol,
35, p. 573, Vol, 36, p. 362. .
Hole, R. S.—The growth of Palmyras.    Ibid., Vol 35, p. 632.
habitat.—A native of India. In-North-West india as far north
as Aligarh and Shabjehanpur. Isolated trees in gardens "in
Rohilkhand and the Upper Ganges, Doal>,- as far as Saharanpur.
Also on both sides of the Persian Gulf, attaining there about
the same latitude as in North-West India, L e, 30° N. Lat. Immense
groves of it are found on the Malabar coast, extending, from
Cape Comorin through Travancclre, Calicut, Goa, and the Bdmbay
Presidency, on through Gujarat and, 6oine distance up, on the
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